
The CHOSEN The Characters – Season 2 
Mary Magdalene 
We are first introduced to Mary as a little girl. Later in the eposide we find that she is called Lilith. 
There is little said about Mary in the Bible. She is introduced in Luke 8:2, where were told that Jesus had 
cast out seven demons from her. 
We hear of her again when she visited Jesus tomb in Mark 16:1 and Mark 16:9 where Jesus appeared to 
Mary. 

 

Nicodemus 
Nicodemus was a Pharisee, a member of the Jewish ruling council. He is named as a prominent religious 
leader. We meet Nicodemus in John 3:1. This is where Jesus explains about coming to God through a 
rebirth or born again; born of the Spirit. 
Pharisees were meticulous in their adherence to their interpretation of the Torah (Bible). They were the 
holy men who kept the law; they pursued purity with a passion. The were concerned with outward 

recognition and honour with an emphasis of observing the legalistic minutia of the law. A perfect illustration is seen in the 
simple Sabbath law. The Bible clearly told the Israelite, “Do not work, do not bear burdens, but rest and keep it a holy day.” 
Well, work had to be defined; carrying burdens had to be defined. For example, one could get milk enough for one 
swallow, and carry a spoon weighing no more than one fig. It was the scribes and Pharisees who were embroiled over the 
discussion as to whether or not, on the Sabbath, a woman could wear a brooch, a mother could pick up her child, or a man 
could wear his wooden leg. These were burdens. 
 

Matthew 
Before following Jesus, Matthew was a tax collector (or publican) – one of the most detested professions 
in ancient Judaism. He was contracted by the Roman Empire. At the time, tax collectors were known for 
lying about how much people owed and pocketing the difference. As a Jew, stepping into this profession 
was essentially an act of betrayal to his people. In the books of Mark and Luke, he is called Levi most 
likely because it is a tribal name. Another possibility is that he was originally name Levi, but that Jesus 
called him Matthew, like Simon, who Jesus named Peter. 

 

Simon (Peter) 
Simon was a fisherman. It was a strange meet-and-greet to be told by Jesus that his new name would be 
Peter, especially considering the name Peter means “rock”. Simon Peter was too emotional and impulsive 
to be worthy of such a name. When Jesus tried to wash his feet, Peter refused to allow his Master to 
stoop. But then Jesus said, “If I don’t wash you, you have no share with me,” and suddenly Peter wanted a 
full body bath. When solders came to arrest Jesus, Peter drew his sword and cut off a guy’s ear (not sure 
what the plan was there). But after Jesus’ arrest, all of Peter’s ear-cutting bravado vanished. To avoid being 

arrested himself, he denied even knowing Jesus – not once, but three times. So his instability begs the question: Why did 
Jesus call a unstable person “rock”? Pre-Jesus, Simon was a rash, brash fisherman who’s mouth and choices got him into 
trouble. Post-Jesus Simon indeed became Peter: bedrock preacher of the early church, healer if the sick and lame, author of 
two New Testament books, and fearless unto death. 

Andrew 
Andrew was the brother of Simon and a fisherman. He’d been a disciple of John the Baptist, so when 
John identified Jesus as the Messiah, it was all the proof Andrew needed. He became one of Jesus’ first 
students and he was good at it. By all accounts, Andrew was curious, earnest, good-natured, and easy to 
have around. For 70 years, the Jews had been living under Roman occupation and all the abuse and fear 
that came with it. Andrew was earnestly seeking the One who would rescue them. Hanging out with the 

Savior of the world was unchartered territory. Jesus often violated cultural, social, and religious norms, which was a lot to 
take in. So were the miracles. When 5,000 people needed dinner, Jesus turned to the disciples for ideas. The crowd was far 
from home – which made their need real and impossible to meet. Until Andrew brought forward five loaves and two fishes 
that Jesus turned into a feast with leftovers. That’s what Andrew did – he made himself and the few resources he had 
available to Jesus, despite his limited understanding. Jesus had answers to Andrew’s questions. He was the answer, which 
turned the man seeking answers into the man who found them. Because Jesus makes us what we’re not. 
 



Gaius 
The Roman guard assigned to protect Matthew the tax collector. 
 

Quintus 
The Praetor assigned to Capernaum 

 
 

James, John, and their father Zebedee 
These men are friends of Simon and Andrew. Jesus calls James and John to follow him as he called 
Simon and Andrew. 

Episodes 5-8; the season was filmed at separate times due to funding constraints. The 
actor who played James in 1-4 could not return for filming, so they had to recast James. 
Shayan Sobhian plays Big James in episodes 1-4; Kian Kavousi took over. 

             In Season 2, Abe Martell assumed the role of Big James. 
 

 
 

Eden 
She is married to Simon. In The Chosen, they explore what their marriage may have been like using 
cultural, historic, and biblical context and drawing on the writers’ own human experiences. To quote the 
actress’s own words, “her character has shown me a lot about how to be a godly wife. The scene where 
she is confronting him (Simon) gave me tips on how to handle being disappointed in a spouse while also 
encouraging them to be the person God purposed them to be. She corrected him and respected him at 
the same time.” 
 

Mary, Jesus’ mother 
Little needs to be said about Mary. In The Chosen, the father and mother of the groom at the wedding, 
Dinah, is implied to be long-time friends of Mary the mother of Jesus, which is why Mary agreed to 
assist them with their son’s wedding in Cana. Mary is first introduced in a flashback at the beginning of 
the Episode 5 revealing the special connection she has with her Son. After inviting Jesus and His 
disciples to be her guests at the Cana wedding, Mary asked her Son to prevent her friends’ 

embarrassment after the wine ran out. 

Thaddeus 
Also know as Jude, Thaddeus was a brother of little James. In John 14:22, he asked Jesus at the Last 
Supper, “But Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?" Thaddeus was 
interested in making Christ known to the world. Not as a suffering Saviour, however, but as ruling King. 
We can see plainly from the answer Jesus gave him, that the way of power can never be substituted for 
the way of love. 
 
 

Little James 
Brother of Thaddeus. According to tradition he wrote the Epistle of James, preached in Palestine and 
Egypt and was crucified in Egypt. James was one of the little-known disciples. James was a man of strong 
character and one of the most fiery type. In The Chosen, he is played by John Walker Ross who as 
severe scoliosis and minor cerebral palsy. In the show’s most recent episode, Ross has a scene in which 
another Apostle asks him why Jesus hasn’t healed him yet. “You get to see my character’s inner struggle 
for self-acceptance and fighting his securities,” he said, “which will eventually lead him to the realization 

that not everyone needs to be healed.”  
 

 
 



Thomas and Ramah 
There is no record of the beginning of the friendship of Jesus and Thomas. We do not know when 
Thomas became a disciple, nor what first drew him to Jesus. He always looks at the dark side. We think 
of him as the doubter; but his doubt is not of the flippant kind which reveals lack of reverence, ofttimes 
ignorance and lack of earnest thought; it is rather a constitutional tendency to question, and to wait for 

proof which would satisfy the senses, than a disposition to deny the facts of Christianity. Thomas was ready to believe, glad 
to believe, when the proof was sufficient to convince him. Then all the while he was ardently a true and devoted friend of 
Jesus, attached to him, and ready to follow him even to death. In The Chosen, Thomas and Ramah were hired by Raphi 
and Dinah to oversee the preparation and distribution of food and wine at the Cana wedding. It seems to be implied that 
Thomas and Ramah are a couple and are running a business together. 
 

Photina (Samaritan woman) 
The Samaritan woman is not named in the Bible, but in church tradition she is known as St. Photina 
(or Photine, or Photini), and that is the name she has in this episode. The conversation between Jesus 
and Photina follows the account in John’s gospel fairly closely, though it adds some dialogue to flesh out 
character and themes. Jesus does not merely observe that Photina has been married five times, as he 
does in the gospel. He also begins to describe her husbands in a way that creates sympathy for her and 

fleshes out why she might have been married so many times: he says her first husband was abusive and made her doubt her 
faith, the second was the only godly man she’d ever been with but she felt unworthy of him, and so on. Jesus also asks why 
Photina is coming to the well by herself, in the middle of the hot day, instead of in the morning, with other women, when it 
is cooler outside. This allows the episode to flesh out Photina’s ostracization from her fellow Samaritans. 
 

Philip 
He is a frequent character in the gospel John, according to which (1:43–51) he came from Bethsaida. 
The Gospel of John shows Philip as one of the first to whom Jesus addressed the words, "Follow Me." 
When Philip met Christ, he immediately found Nathanael and told him that "we have found him, of 
whom Moses … and the prophets, did write." Nathanael was skeptical. But Philip did not argue with 
him; he simply answered, "Come and see." 
 
 

Nathanael (Bartholomew) 
Bartholomew's name appears with every list of the disciples (Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:14; Acts 
1:13). This was not a first name, however; it was his second name. His first name probably was 
Nathanael, whom Jesus called "An Israelite indeed, in whom there is no guile" (John 1:47). The New 
Testament gives us very little information about him. Tradition indicates he was a great searcher of the 
Scripture and a scholar in the law and the prophets. He developed into a man of complete surrender to 

the Carpenter of Nazareth, and one of the Church's most adventurous missionaries. 
 

Simon the Zealot 
Simon, the Zealot, one of the little-known followers called the Canaanite or Zelotes, lived in Galilee. 
The New Testament gives us practically nothing on him personally except that it says he was a Zealot. 
The Zealots were fanatical Jewish Nationalists who had heroic disregard for the suffering involved and 
the struggle for what they regarded as the purity of their faith. The Zealots were crazed with hatred for 
the Romans. From this background, we see that Simon was a fanatical nationalist, a man devoted to the 
law, a man with bitter hatred for anyone who dared to compromise with Rome. Yet, Simon clearly 

emerged as a man of faith. 
 


